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The distinguished alumni are: Henry Hatter 

is a member of the class of 1954. Henry 
worked for Buick Motor Division for 38 years, 
responsible for the plant-wide waste water en-
vironmental program. Active in the Republican 
Party, Henry served in the Electoral College 
and will be a 2008 Alternate Delegate at the 
National Republican Convention. 

Lynn Chandnois is a member of the class of 
1944. He played professional football for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and was named ‘‘NFL 
Player of the Year’’ by the Washington Touch-
down Club. He has been given the title of 
‘‘The Greatest Football Player Flint Ever Pro-
duced.’’ 

Dr. Catrise Austin graduated from Central 
High School in 1988. Through her medical 
practice, VIP SMILES, she specializes in treat-
ing entertainers and persons in the public eye. 
She has been named as one of America’s top 
dentists by Consumers Research Council of 
America. 

Lawrence R. Gustin graduated in 1955. 
Larry worked for the Flint Journal for 23 years. 
He published three award winning books and 
created the Flint Journal Picture History of 
Flint. During his time working for Buick public 
relations he started the magazine, ‘‘Inside 
Buick.’’ 

Judge Robert E. Weiss is a member of the 
class of 1956. Judge Weiss served as Special 
Litigation Counsel in the Watergate Civil Pro-
ceedings. He went on to be elected as Gen-
esee County Prosecuting Attorney from 1979 
to 1993. He was a Genesee County Probate 
Judge in the Family Division when he was ap-
pointed the Chief Judge in 2006. 

The distinguished educators are: Dean Lud-
wig was Flint Central High School’s principal 
from 1984 to 1995. He began his career at 
Flint Central High School teaching Social 
Studies. He was Assistant Principal at Flint 
Central High School before taking the helm at 
Whittier Junior High School. He assumed the 
position of Principal at Flint Central in 1984. 

Jim Beaubien began his career with the 
Flint Schools in 1963. He served as the Flint 
Central Community School Director for many 
years, organizing after school activities for stu-
dents and the community at large. He served 
as the school’s Principal from 1998 to 2002. 

Gracie Field is being honored post-
humously. She was the school’s English Lit-
erature teacher for approximately 50 years. 
She sponsored the English Club, the Shake-
speare Club and was a troop leader for the 
Boy Scouts. She devoted her life to bringing 
the words of great English writers to her stu-
dents. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating these 
distinguished alumni and educators. May their 
lives and dedication be an inspiration to the 
current and future students of Flint Central 
High School. 

f 

IN HONOR AND CELEBRATION OF 
GEORGE AND ANN MARIE LAZAR 
IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 50TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of George and 

Ann Marie Lazar, as they celebrate fifty years 
of devotion to each other, to their family and 
many close friends. Their unbreakable union 
represents a deep and enduring love, not only 
for each other, but also for their children, 
grandchildren and for their community. 

George Lazar and Ann Marie Seaman wed 
on May 10, 1958 at St. Bonafice Church in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Shortly after their wedding, 
they moved to Parma, where they have grown 
together, raised a family and become an inte-
gral part of the community. They have lived on 
the same street in Parma since their move 
from Cleveland; raising, guiding and nurturing 
their three children: Georgeanne, George, and 
Suzanne. They are the proud grandparents of 
seven talented and beautiful grandchildren; 
Sean, Christopher, Alex, Emily, Vincent, 
Derek, and Valerie, to whom they provide 
much comfort and love. 

Throughout their lives together, both George 
and Ann Marie have dedicated their time and 
talents within the community that they have 
been a part of for so long. George, a veteran 
of the Korean War, is a long-standing member 
of the Honor Guard with American Legion 
Post 703. Ann Marie is also an active member 
of the same Post and served as a precinct 
committee member for the Democratic Party in 
Parma. Their dedication to helping others is 
evidenced at Holy Family Church where 
George sings in the choir and where Anne 
Marie volunteers in several different capac-
ities. Anne Marie also volunteers for Meals on 
Wheels in Parma. Their legacy will be one of 
dedication to their family, to their church, and 
to their community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and celebration of George and 
Ann Marie Lazar, as they celebrate this mo-
mentous occasion—their 50th wedding anni-
versary. May their commitment to each other, 
their family and their community continue to 
inspire us to follow our dreams, to give back 
to our community, and to hold family closest in 
our hearts. 

f 

PRAISING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
THE ENLOE HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS 

HON. BRAD MILLER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of a talented 
high school choir in my district, Enloe High 
Sclool Chorus of Raleigh, NC, which was cho-
sen to perform at New York City’s world-re-
nowned Carnegie Hall on March 10, 2008. 

The Enloe High School Chorus was se-
lected out of dozens of high school choruses 
from across the country to perform in this con-
cert. The event featured 200 students from 
four States, and was the capstone of Carnegie 
Hall’s yearlong National High School Choral 
Festival. The concert was conducted by Dr. 
Craig Jessop, esteemed Music Director of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, who has been 
working with the choirs and their conductors 
throughout the year. I am thrilled that these 
Enloe High School students have been given 
such a remarkable opportunity to showcase 
their talent. 

Led by Ann Johnson-Huff, the Enloe High 
School Singers is made up of the Chamber 

Choir and the Advanced Women’s Ensemble, 
two of the five choirs of the William G. Enloe 
High School Choral Department. The Cham-
ber Choir and the Advanced Women’s Ensem-
ble study a wide array of repertoire and per-
form at numerous local and national events 
throughout the school year. Past tours in-
cluded performances at the Olympics in Bar-
celona, the Vatican, Carnegie Hall, the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Divine, and St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York. In 2006, the Chamber 
Choir and Advanced Women’s Ensemble were 
chosen to perform for a special event at the 
North Carolina Music Educators’ Association 
Conference. Both ensembles also represented 
the State of North Carolina at the Founding of 
Jamestown Settlement Celebration in May of 
2007, featuring guest speakers Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor and President George W. 
Bush. 

I am privileged to have in my district one of 
the four schools in the Nation chosen for the 
Carnegie Hall National High School Choral 
Festival. I commend these students and their 
leaders for their accomplishment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present on May 6, 2008. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the following roll-
call votes: rollcall 246; rollcall 248; rollcall 249; 
rollcall 250; rollcall 251; rollcall 252; rollcall 
253; rollcall 254; rollcall 256; rollcall 257; roll-
call 258; rollcall 259; rollcall 263; rollcall 264; 
rollcall 265; and rollcall 266. 

I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the following 
rollcall votes: rollcall 245; rollcall 247; rollcall 
255; rollcall 260; rollcall 261; and rollcall 262. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CREATING 
OPPORTUNITIES TO MOTIVATE 
MASS-TRANSIT UTILIZATION TO 
ENCOURAGE RIDERSHIP (COM-
MUTER) ACT OF 2008, H.R. 6030 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, as gas prices 
continue to rise, the most immediate and cost- 
effective way to offer relief to consumers is to 
provide incentives for mass transit use. Ac-
cording to a study published by the American 
Public Transportation Association, public 
transportation use in the U.S. saves an annual 
1.4 billion gallons of gasoline. This represents 
almost 4 million gallons of gas per day. Fac-
toring in the current average gasoline price in 
Chicagoland of $3.95, public transit in the re-
gion saves consumers more than $1 billion in 
gas costs in my area alone. 

Current law allows businesses, govern-
ments, non-profits and employees to purchase 
tax-free transit benefits. However, there is no 
tax incentive for employers to directly sub-
sidize their workers’ transportation costs. The 
Creating Opportunities to Motivate Mass-tran-
sit Utilization To Encourage Ridership (COM-
MUTER) Act of 2008 offers employers a 50 
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percent tax credit for all transit benefits pro-
vided to employees, up to $115 per employee 
per month. Current law allows businesses, 
governments, non-profits and employees to 
purchase tax-free transit benefits. Under the 
COMMUTER Act, employees could receive up 
to $1,380 in free mass transit funds each year, 
with the employer receiving $690 in tax credits 
per employee. This legislation is supported by 
the American Public Transit Association and 
all of Chicagoland’s public transportation serv-
ice boards—the Regional Transportation Au-
thority, the Chicago Transit Authority, Metra 
and Pace. 

Forbes recently estimated the average com-
muter’s gasoline cost in the Chicago metro 
area to be $6.23 per day. Should businesses 
take advantage of the tax incentive and pro-
vide transit benefits, they would save each of 
their participating employees an average of 
roughly $1,620 per year. As family budgets 
continue to tighten, an extra $1,600 to $3,200 
could help ease the burdens of health care 
and education or help bolster retirement sav-
ings. 

A new study by BusinessWeek Research 
Services estimates that 53 percent of employ-
ees in Chicago, San Francisco and New York 
would take public transportation if their em-
ployer provided access to current transit bene-
fits. Out of the respondents, 60 percent said 
their company doesn’t provide tax-free com-
muter benefits. 

I believe we must also work to provide long- 
term solutions to our energy crisis, such as 
passing long-term tax incentives for research 
and development of renewable and alternative 
energy, fuels and vehicles; eliminating the so- 
called boutique fuels and offering the nation 
one clean burning fuel; financing energy de-
velopment projects in China, central Asia and 
the Gulf to meet Chinese energy needs apart 
from oil; and increasing fuel economy stand-
ards. 

But Americans cannot wait ten, twenty or 
thirty years for the entire restructuring of our 
energy policy—they need relief at the pumps 
now. I am proud to offer the COMMUTER Act 
with Representatives JUDY BIGGERT (R–IL) 
and PETER ROSKAM (R–IL) and CHRIS SHAYS 
(R–CT) to help provide that immediate relief. I 
hope Congress will act swifly and in a bipar-
tisan manner to pass this important legislation. 

f 

REMARKS IN RECOGNITION OF 
JAMES IKEDA 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I come to 
the floor today to honor and praise one of 
America’s truly fine teachers, James (Jimmy) 
Ikeda. Mr. Ikeda teaches Biotechnology at San 
Mateo High School and today was awarded 
one of six Amgen Awards for Science Teach-
ing Excellence. 

Mr. Ikeda has dedicated himself to his stu-
dents and has led the San Mateo Bio-
technology Career Pathway since 2003. Under 
his leadership, the program has become one 
of the finest in the Nation. Educators from 
across the country visit Jimmy’s program with 
hopes of duplicating his success in their com-
munities. 

Jimmy Ikeda has a wonderful rapport with 
students, teachers and parents alike. His en-
thusiasm for science is infectious and his pa-
tience with the young people in his program 
inspires confidence and encourages them to 
take on further academic challenges. 

The Amgen Award comes with a $5000 
grant for Mr. Ikeda, plus an additional $5000 
for San Mateo High School to use for the ex-
pansion of their science program, additional 
science resources, or professional develop-
ment of science teachers. 

Madam Speaker, our country has a tremen-
dous need for more scientists. Teachers like 
Jimmy Ikeda are a valuable national resource. 
Our Nation owes him a debt of gratitude and 
our highest hopes for his continued success. 

f 

HONORING DR. NGUYEN QUOC 
QUAN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Dr. Nguyen 
Quoc Quan, an American citizen who was ar-
rested and detained by the Government of 
Vietnam on November 17, 2007 while pre-
paring to distribute pro-democracy leaflets. 
Earlier today, Dr. Nguyen and two others were 
convicted in a Vietnamese court under the 
catchall charge of ‘‘terrorism’’ in a trial lasting 
less than 6 hours. Dr. Nguyen has received a 
sentence of 6 months time served and will be 
allowed to return to the United States within 4 
days. 

I commend Dr. Nguyen Quoc Quan for his 
courage and dedication to the peaceful cause 
of spreading democracy to Vietnam, a country 
in which the government believes that all 
those who dare to peacefully speak out 
against it deserve to be classified as ‘‘terror-
ists.’’ His courage and dedication should be an 
inspiration to others pursuing the same peace-
ful goals. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE STATE 
CHAMPION ARGYLE HIGH 
SCHOOL UIL TEAM 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Argyle High School 
UIL Team for winning the overall state cham-
pionship among 3A schools in Texas. In addi-
tion to the great team effort put forth by Argyle 
High School, there were many outstanding in-
dividual scores that deserve equal recognition. 

The science team took first place while the 
calculator team finished second overall. Nick 
Strelke, Erik Katzen, and Thomas Quintana 
placed second, fourth, and fifth, respectively, 
in math, while the math team won first place 
overall. The number sense team also took top 
honors, with individuals Quintana in first place 
and Strelke in second. Robbie Ehlers placed 
second in calculator, and Strelke took fifth. 
David Graf came in first in biology and third in 
science, and Kristen Gill took third in computer 

applications. Quintana rounded out the team’s 
brilliant showing with a second place finish in 
both the science competition and the chem-
istry and physics event. 

Argyle High School is well known for having 
a strong showing in UIL academic competition. 
This is the second time in three years that Ar-
gyle High School has triumphed in its quest 
for the Texas 3A state championship. Addi-
tionally, Argyle High School sent nine students 
with their team this year, the most they have 
ever sent to the UIL state academic competi-
tion. Before the state competition, Argyle High 
School placed first overall at both their district 
and regional meets. 

Madam Speaker, it is truly an honor to rise 
today and commend these students—their 
commitment to education and competition is 
apparent. I would also like to thank Argyle 
High School’s teachers and UIL coaches for 
ensuring that these students have every re-
source possible to succeed. I am proud to rep-
resent these students and teachers in the 26th 
District of Texas. 

f 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on May 21, 
1881, the American Red Cross was founded 
by Clara Barton. Ms. Barton was a former 
schoolteacher, clerk in the U.S. Patent Office, 
and hero during the Civil War where she was 
nicknamed the ‘‘Angel of the Battlefield’’ for 
her service to wounded troops. 

After successfully lobbying Congress to join 
and found the American chapter of the Inter-
national Red Cross and to sign the Geneva 
Convention, Barton became the organization’s 
first President. She led the American Red 
Cross for 23 years. 

Just over three months after its founding, 
the Red Cross was called into action. The first 
major disaster relief operation occurred on Au-
gust 22, 1881, when the American Red Cross 
responded to devastation caused by major for-
est fires in Michigan. 

On June 6, 1900, the American Red Cross 
was given a Congressional charter that man-
dated the organization to fulfill the provisions 
of the Geneva Convention, by rendering aid to 
those wounded during war, providing commu-
nication between family members and mem-
bers of the U.S. military, and administering re-
lief to those affected by disasters during 
peacetime. The charter also reserves the Red 
Cross emblem for use only by the Red Cross. 

Even though the organization has a Con-
gressional mandate, it is not a federally fund-
ed organization. It is a non-profit, charitable 
organization that receives its funding from 
public donations. 

Today, the American Red Cross is more im-
portant than ever in helping Americans who 
are in need of aid and who are affected by 
disasters. The organization has six major 
areas of work that it focuses on today: Dis-
aster relief, community services that assist the 
needy, communications services and comfort 
for military members and their family mem-
bers, collection processing and distribution of 
blood and blood products, educational pro-
grams on health and safety, and international 
relief and development programs. 
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